12

INDUSTRY & COMMERCE

THE MERIDIAN STAR
Thursday, Febroary 24, 2005

SPEAK UP

The next ganeration of citizen soldiers and active-duty military
persannel is being trained in Junior Resarve Officer Training Corps
programs all over the state of Mississippl. From their ranks will come
some of the people we will look to the naext time the security
of the United States is threatened. And, they will leave their jobs
and their homes, and serve. Herg's what students at Meridian
High School say about being involved in JROTC.

*TROTC apemed a door
for i el shosssecd me that
peecpbe want o help ooe anid
were il out B huet me. [
tainght me io b mnotieated
i everything that | do. Ie
wave e the courage 10
artereome & Lot of new
abstacles. | even joinerd the
exhibition deill team. When
[ ]-.|i11|'|!| JHE]'F{:. 1 h'_l.e:éll!l L
i better in my work. |
irnproed academically and
with iy attitude. [ begpan 1o
Tiawe a higher respect for authority”

Seeleia Carlisle, junior
Career goalt Active-duty Navy

Carlisle

“Erery week, students in
aur gl schionl wh are
irwehved i JROTC wear
e wnifarms o sehool 1o
show pride and
commitment to our nation. |
take pride in wearing my
aniform and what it

represents I beings pride
e el all e the warld
and hielps pemind us of
s lave fowgehit for gur
|'|‘|.'|'|!|-::u'r1, aniel thse who are
fighting apalnst terrorism
all ower the workd — eapecially in [rag.”
Franchesca Johnson, pamior
Career goals Undecicded

Johmean

“1 wm e that | joined
the JEOTE program
becaunae of all that it has
taught me in the areas of
leadership, discipline and
Becaming a better citizen.

“The most signlfeant
reazson why | am in JROTC
is the uniform. At my high
schionl, we wear the Army
uni ferm the same way
actual military officers
wear theirs.

“Wearing my unilorm 15 very imporiant to
me for several reasons. The first reasoen s the
simpele fact that [ seem to gain more Fespect
frown odhers while wearing it The next is
Biecaigae the uniform | wear s the same as the
ane Pyt Jessica Lynch wore until she was held
a8 prisener of war. This makes me prowd to
wear it because it lonors what people are
doing overseas in the war in lran.”

Alesba Horme, junior
Career goal: Cardiologist or archibect

“The reason [ am in Iﬂ[ﬂ'{" ia becaiae |
want to make a difference in my life by
having respect for other peeple. Alsa, as a
cadet, | can learn more about the military
before [ join. Mext, | think it teaches cadets
Twow to fight as a team.

“1 plan o career in the militar v The reason
why |5 because the militar y has pood benefits.
The military helps people get omes for thele
families. Also, the military gets cadets' bodies
physacally i shape. Next, it teaches cadets
selldiscipline aed self-contral. Most
fongenr tantly, the military Bkes to defend jis
Cisiaibry”

Dexter Price, jumaor
Career goal: Active-duty military

“When | pat o my
u:l'ifl.u'l'ﬂ, 1 aim x|'|-.|'|-l.'ir'||;;
patriotizm. [ lowe where [
any frowm, and glad that | live
i a country where [ have
plghits. [ have rights as a
human being, regardless of
race, e, SeN, et Tinde:
background, ete. Many
penple have died for the
elghita and 1 am very
grateful.

“While in wnilorm, not
anly arm 1 representing
where [ am from, but | am also showing sapgort
o fighiters in ehe LS. Army, | also semd care
p&:kq’rx Lan lowen] oaes overaens”

Stephany Taylor, jumaor
Career goal: Meteoralogist

Taylor

“We |learn a lot about the
military and governmenl
that we should know — like
wha is the secretary of
state. We learn abouit
different wars, low 1o uge a
v and comgazs, and
ather things that are goling
an i the world today, We
alsa learn about teamwork,
leaderslip and fntegrine”

Brandon Hughes, jumor
Carcer goal: Active-duty
military

“Refore | hecame apari
of JROTC, T would look at
those already fn RO
with great admivation. As
they wore thelr Armmy
grecn uniforms, calats
Were |';|.I5||' alwious .. The
unilorms were 5o
cye-catching with the
ribbons, rank and shiny,
black shoes. [would do
whatewer it ook for me to
hawe are of my very owi.

“When | finally joaned JEOTC, 1 s00n
Tesarmed that it required a lot more hard work
anel dignity than [ thought. [ failed o realize
that the wniferm we were supposedly showing
of T i the same exact uniform soldiers are
]ll:ﬂ'l'lH thedr lives for an a -!|:|.i.|.].' biasis.”

Deshunmica MeClelland, junior
Career goal: Pediatrician

Mctlelland

Thank you

Erica du Plessis ds a0
gesrior af Meridian High
Schowl. Her parents are
Franeois and Pauline de
Fleasds, Evica 48 president of
flie Dristy Secial Sereiee Club
ard shie 15 co-edifor af the
MHE Wildeat wewspapes
She plaws e major i
pre-wed af the Dadversity of
Mizsianifppd,

du Plessis

[ Just wanted to say thank you.

Thank wou for lending your helping hand,
in order to protect gur beawtifil land.

Thank wou for the giving of your time
and the willingness to piat vour Tife on the e

Thank wou for sacrificing all that vou've known
Just o we asoa countey can be aafe
here at heme.

dear soldier

Thank you for the opportunities you've
provided for the land of the free,

and letting others experience how great
that fecling can be

Thank vou for making the world a better place
than It was yesterday,

and showing ws all that if there is a will
there is a way.

Thank wou for defining what s courage,
bravery and pride.

I wald Be honored o shake your hand one
dav and stand at vour side.

Thank you for stimply evervihing
vou have done,

because in our hearts here at hame
you already have won,

Thank wou.

— Eriea dn Plessds

PHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT 7 THE MERIDIAN STRR

JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING CORPS

Gabrialle Lewia, a jurdor at Meridian High School and a member of the Jundor Resare Offlcer
Trainimg Corps on campus, reviews the day's sctivitles with Lt. Col. Truitt Breazesle, senior Anmy
inatructor for the achool®s JROTS program.

Interview with
L.t. Col. Truitt Breazeale

bl
Many countries of the world smite us
for what we stand for, and they will take
drastic measures to hurt us. No longer will
we stand by and not take action against
those who threaten our way of life.

fraberielle Lewris 5 @ funior
aft Meridian High School, She
has been g mewmber of the
Turder Reserve Qfficer
Training Corps for three
years, attaining the
pa-crpipus rank of sergea sl
Craberielle would Wike to
pursue a career as a
pediairie iaurse,

She faterviewed retived L1
Cod. Trmdtt Breqreale for fhis
“Prafile 2005 A Letier from
Howee" prrofoct.

T choge iz subiect
bocause Tlike fo .&m rother
Peaple’s opdufons,” Gabrielle
sapdd.

"Lt Cal. Breazeale is very
suprhortive af our cosutey T
beddene that ke would do
aapthi ng for this conriry
because he 15 wol askased of
hig conrfry — but very prowd

wf it "

By Gabrielle Lewis
special v The Star

Lt. Col. Truitt Breazeale is
a retired veteran. He served
in the U5 Army [or 30 years.
He is currently the senior
Army Instructor fer Meridian
High Schools Junior Beserve
COfficer Training Corps pro-
gram. He has been at
Meridian High for 14 years.

I asked him a some ques
tions about his military expe-
rience and the deployment of
troops  to Irag,  Kuoawalt,
Afghaniatan and other duty
stations in the Middle East.

Lewis: Hawve you ever
been in a war? Dhd it affect
your life?

Breazeale: Yes, | have
been in Vietnam, where |
served for two years. € did
affect my life but not in a neg-
ative way. [t gave me a greater
appreciation for this great
country we live in. The war
made me a better person. |
found out that much of what
we take for grapted is pre-
cious and should not be taken
for granted. It taught me to
be prowd of what we have and
try to help those who are not
as fortunate.

Lewis:
opinien of the
Terraor?

Breascale:
are in now is
from any other
been involved

What's  your
1.5 War on

The war we
ne different
war we have
in. Civilians

and serviee personnel will ke
Killedl. 1 el know that freedom
is not free; there is a priee
that must be paid. For some
of us, we have to pay the ulil-
mate price to achieve that
freedann.

Many say that this war was
not necessary, but [ am a
selifl suppoerter of our pres-
dent and 1 feel his decigions
have been correct. We have
eliminated a cruel leader who,
if befi in power, we would have
attacked again. We will win,
bt only ot a great saceifice
— a gacrifice 1 feel iz worth
the end resuli.

Lewria: Why was the war
Necessarys

Breazeale:  We were
attacked, amd we teled diplo-
macy, but it did oot woerk.
Many will say lrag had
nathing to do with eur being
attacked, but that Is wrang.
Look at what (2 happening
there now. Trag was a base for
operations against us [ we
get rid of the base, or the
rodcl, then the insurgents, the
vine, will die.

Lit. Col, Truitt Broazaals

Lewia: [ho vou believe this
country s destined  for
anather war?

Breazeale: "'l'-q':t, I believe
this because we are the moest
powerful nation in the world
and we represent freedom.
We will mot impose our will
on others, but when a country
aeeks aur help in overcoming
a dictatorahip, we will prob-
ably help.

Many countries of the
wiorld smite us for what we
atand for, and they will take
freastic measures 1o hurt us.
Mo lenger will we stand by
and not take action against
those who threaten our way of
life.

Lewis: Would vou ever go
back to war again?

Breazeale:  Yes, [ would
go back to war to protect amnd
preserve the freedom we
presently enjow. Every Amer-
e should feel this way and
b willing to o their share.
Some people that apeak 111 of
us should be sent to those
countries that do not have the
freedom we enjoy.



